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Adam Brand suggests that your ancestor’s
signature may reveal more about them

than their name.

whether to take handwriting analysis
seriously, but it is fun to think that it could
add colour to your family tree...

t is intriguing to learn more about

your ancestors than just their names.

When we look at their photos we
can understand something about
their personalities. If we look at their
handwriting, however, we can learn
even more about their characters and
glean answers to questions that once
seemed unanswerable,

Psychologists use psychometric rests
to assess a person’s character. As you
cannot, of course, give questionnaires
to a person who has died, that is where
handwriting analysis (graphology) can
play its part.

Handwriting is frozen body language.
Many people assess others through their
body language and some people also
have an instinctive ability to understand
a person’s character by examining the
symbolism of their handwriting. But

genealogists may ignore chose intuitive
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feelings as a result of a mistaken belief
that people write in a particular style
because that was the way they were
taught at school or because thar is how
their particular hand muscles work.

Yet the assessment of character from

handwriting has been investigated since

Aristotle and in the middle of the 19th
century it became a subject for formal
study in France, then later in Germany
and the rest of the world. Freud
commented that small (‘Freudian’)
slips were an indication of character.
International research on the spacing,
form and movement of handwriting has
suggested that small differences between
a person’s writing and the writing model
taught at school can give useful pointers
to a person’s character.

When specific language styles are
excluded (for example, Arabic and

Hebrew are written from right to left
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and Japanese is written from top to
bottom), graphologists agree about the
meaning of legibility, regularity, speed
and pressure.

When examining old writing from
previous historical periods, graphologists
give different emphases to particular
movements depending on the writing
system taught at the time. For example,
a strong right slant shows spantaneity.
But if the school model taught was
reasonably upright then such a right
slant will be given more weight. Above,
on the other hand, is a diary entry
with an example of upright writing,
written lightly in pencil in 1893, when
the copybook school model was one
with a marked right slant. So in this
case the handwriting shows a person of
reasonable patience and control.

[ have highlighted some indicarors

in the examples reproduced here 1o
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Marriage certificates
with signatures of
both the husband and
wife are particularly
interesting

give the reader an idea of the sort of
movements examined, but graphologists
do not look at handwriting movements
in isolation, as the total context of the
writing has to be taken into account.
Furthermore, the age and sex of the
writer needs to be known. The reason is
rhilt some men ll]ﬂy hﬁ\"e pl'ed()m'mafely
female minds and some children may
have a graphic maturity well beyond

their biological age.

COLLECTING CLUES

What can you learn from letters,
posteards, diaries, wills, census
returns and marriage certificates? By
examining handwriting, even though
the handwriting may be copied rather
than original, graphologists can help
genealogists pick up clues about

the character of their ancestors, the
emotional or physical state they were
in at the time of writing and whether
there are any specific characteristics
running through the generations of a
particular family. Marriage certificates
with signatures of both the husband
and wife are particularly interesting
as, historically, there is far less writing
available from women than men.

By examining the spacing and other
movements, the likely compatibility

of a couple can be assessed.

COMPATIBILITY

Below are the signatures of a husband
and wife, with the husband’s signature
written first on top. Although there was
sufficient space below the line for the
wife ro write her large signature, she has
cur into her husband’s space. He, with
his calm upright slant, tactful broad
letters and generous ‘garland” writing
(note the ‘n’ looks like ‘u’) demonstrates,
however, that he was happy to cope with
his wife’s strong character, and indeed

they were happily married for 63 years.
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Taller second
stroke: Ambition

Flexible hase
line: Adaptable

Greek 'e": Taste
for refinement

‘n’like ‘u’: Friendly
&kind

Right flying ‘t' bar:
Impatience
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Open topped Close words: Pressure on the up Curling inwards: High ‘' bar:
vowel: Desire to Likestobeina stroke: Needs to Self-involved Visionary
communicate team attain

PERSONALITY SKETCHES

Male handwriting

To test the value of graphology, a
genealogist sent me the card illustrated
above (and right), with no information
other than that it was written by

his grandfather in 1910. Here is a
summary of the personality from the
handwriting: “He is a bright, quick
thinker, with a good memory. He

will display judgment in his area of
expertise. He is physically active,
forceful and ambitious; he will push
himself to work hard. He is able to
anticipate future needs and is willing ro
take a chance. He has visionary goals,
is highly aware of everything going

on around him and has a broad scope
of interests. He has determination

and initiative. He is a fluent speaker
and could have literary interests. He

is friendly but may be somewhat self
absurbed and accasionally impatient.”

The gencalogist emailed the
following reply: “There is probably
no one living who remembers my
grandfather. He died in 1930 when
my facher was 14. [ know he worked
to support his wife and two children.
They had an education and he paid for
some expensive private surgery on my
father. Apparently he was a very loving
husband and doting father.

‘He came from a very humble
background in Coventry and worlked
at the bicycle factory until he was
abour 18. The family story is that

et & CBLLME, wui awars

he “ran away to sea” and returned
vears later with pockets full of riches.
His family could not believe that he had
come by the riches legitimately and
he was regarded as a “black sheep”
despite having escaped the drudgery
of Coventry life.

‘He was a “sailor” in 1895 and
there is a possible record of him as a
prospector returning from South Africa
in 1898 just before the Boer War. By
1900 he was a Purser on a trooper
serving South Africa, a job he kept up
until 1903 when he disembarked in
Cape Town and almost immediately
appeared as a “valet” or “clerk” to an

American veteran of the Jameson Raid
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who was a friend of Rhodes and a man
with mining interests in Rhodesia.
My grandfather travelled the world
with him for 12 years through
Rhodesia, Europe, America and the
UK. Photos show him smartly dressed
in a suit. He was apparently fluent in
French and wrote a short story about
life in the “veldt”.

‘He met my grandmother on one of
his trips back to the UK and promised
to return to marry her, which he did

eight years later! He ran a pub for a

while and then joined up for World
War I. As he was only 5ft 4ins and had
experience in the pub trade, the Army
appointed him an officers’ steward.
After the war the pub where he worked
failed and he returned to sea as a first

Handwriting is frozen
body language

Handw

Do you have a sample of your
ancestor’s handwriting that you would
like Adam to look at?

To submit your handwriting image
for possible analysis, email a jpeg
of the writing sample, scanned at
full size and minimum 300dpi, to
karen.c@practicalfamilyhistory.co.uk
with ‘Handwriting Analysis’ in the
subject line. You should include brief
information about your ancestor
(including their age, if known, gender
and year of birth) with the email. We
regret that we cannot accept postal
submissions and Adam cannot reply
personally to your queries; if your
handwriting sample is selected, it will
appear in the magazine. Closing date
for entries: 30 September 2010,
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class steward on
transatlantic liners
from 1922 until his
deach in 1930

A question that can be
answered by the writing
is whether or not the
grandfather acquired
his riches legitimately.
Handwriting analysis
can give guidance
on dishonesty —and
that is why it is used
by some companies
in the recruitment B
process. In this case, the
grandfather’s writing does not show
dishonesty so it is a pity his family
misjudged him and did not appreciate

his ambition and wish to work hard.

Female handwriting

Above, right, is the handwriting of

a woman born in 1843. She had a
difficult life, yer shining through from
the writing is a splendid character.

She was brought up in Worcester with
virtually no schooling. She lived in
extreme poverty and had nine children,
only two of whom survived.

She wrote this card when she was 82.
The writing shows her rapid perception
of situations; analytical chinking ability;
willingness to accept mental challenges
(speed, fluency, narrow stroke);
determination (straight downstrokes);
tenacity and fighting spirit (angles
plus the sharp break to the right of
the lower zones of the p’ and the *y);
and protective nature (long covering
‘t’ bar in ‘Birthday’ plus wide letter
spacing). Her great—gmndduughler
has said she was known for her

intelligence and supportive qualities.
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For example, when both parents

of close relatives died, this woman
adopted one of the children although
she had virtually no money to feed

her own family. When she wrote the
card there is only a slight indication of
declining powers, shown by the falling
lines of ‘Birthday’ and ‘Gran’.

If she had been born in the middle
of the 20th century whar sort of job
could she have done? Again, as with
issues of dishonesty, graphology can
help with career choices. This woman,
who taught herself to read and write,
had the intelligence and debating skills
“l'h‘lfl‘l o hil(l ﬁht‘ livfd iﬂ rhC |1)l]d(‘rn
era— would have enabled her to qualify

and become a very effective solicitor.

MARKS OF OUR
ANCESTORS

Papers that have been touched and
inscribed by our ancestors are preciaus,
not ()nl}" hCCﬂ“QC []1C}’ h‘d\"c lJU('n i” tllt‘

presence of our forebears but because,

when examined carefully, they can
give us a greater understanding of our

ancestors’ personalities and characters.
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